
arrall IS XVITS UTAH

resi hIts instructions to the district
tinzey of the

s 11 Tiie follo ing litterletter from the united statesslates
attorney general to the district attorney

f utah 8 find in tilethe washington condit

J ATTORNEYAl GGENERALSE OFFICEr I1 may 17 1859
t your letters of metmanh11 24 and april

PA j addiaddressedessed to me havehav e been received the
IDimportanceortance of the facts contained IIIin

0
11

grave
them

aulM I1ln other communications from
volbiah tyby the saraesame mail required that the

I1 hole correspondence ofoe the several depart
ac wall ith the officers of the territory

eethto loudeebe laid before the president ilehe has
i 1

I1
artfullyare fully considered the subject and his

bacco
i pinion will be found expressed in a letter

f atomw me to the two associate justices of the
Tariantorytory a copy of winchwhich I1 send you

I1 you are clothed with the authority of a
I1 baic accuser for the territory it is yourj our
7 kytosty to commence and carry on all public

prosecutions with such aid and assistance
iou see proper to call inin on proper oc 1

and in a proper respectful manner
pu lolist oppose every effort Nwhichaich any judge

to your functions do riotnol
lies your rights to remain unasserted if I1

A 1I judges will confine themselves to10 the sim
II11 le and plain dutduty imposedi upon them by
J tlawnil of hearing and g cases that are

ini ot before them I1 am sure that the bu
aness of the territory will get along very
wellirell thisthia must be impressed upon their
mindsbinds if possible for if theythe will insist

doing the duties of prosecuting actor
and marshallar as well as their own0 n ever willkl ill be thrown into confusion and

thelie peace of the territory may be destroyed
rdil at any moment

11 butbuhouryour duty must be performed vwithith en
4 aff anil impartiality lveryevery crimecame that is

commutedcommit ed no matter by whomvi horn should be ex-
posed and punished I1 need riotnot say that
you are to make no didistinction beewen gent-
ile and mormon or between indian and
white man you will prosecute the rich and
the poor the influential and the humble

hl iahbah equal vigor and thus entitle yourself to
1 the confidence of all

I1 it is13 only bybv tthesehose general remarks that I1
a cacann express the wishes of the president with

reference to lourour office for at this distance
it it is impossible to give youou detailed

liolistipis but there is one subject to which I1
timidil attention it appears
thataa company of emigrantsemisrants from arkanarican
tassas to california was attacked at the moun-
tain meadows three hundred miles southbouth ofafi
salt lake and one hundred and nineteennn eteen
cruelly murdered none bellbeing spared except
a fen children all of whom were under sev

of age tinsthis crimelycricrimemebyby whomsoe-
ver cammicommittedtted was one odtheof the most atroc-
iouscious that has ever blackened the character
of the buman race theibe mormonscormons blame
it upon the indians and the accusation re
calvesceides some color from the fact that all the
children whoho survived the massacre were
found in tthee possessionpos sessio i1 of indians others
and among themera a judjudgege of the territory
feiarleIdeclarear their unhesitating belief that the

orro themselvesh committed this foul
murderno de all thehe circumstances seemsseem from
the correspondencebenceOence to be enveloped in
tory in your letter the manner of the mur-
der isis described showing that the emigrants
werenere attackedattached within a corral which they
haihad formed for defence that they agreed to
tarurrender their arms upon the promise that
fttie lueslives should be spared and after doi g
sodiverewere all of them treacherously butchered
1chhyI by does the information stop there ifI1
thatmuch be known how is it that we krowknow
nonomoremore whomio were the parties that receivedreeerei ived
this surrender and how is it proved cannot
the sup indian affairs or some
one connected mhvi ith that dopartdepartmentment of0 ththee
public service trace back the children from
the indians inin whose possessionposession they were
found to the corral where their parents werew ere
slainalain it isis said that some of the mormon
Si habitants of utah have properpropertytv of the
eunemigrantsgrants in their possession itif this be
true lull it not furnish a thread which
properlyTtoTro perlperly folfollowedlomed would lead back to the
scenebeut of the crime

nese are mere suggestions which are inin
beaded to show tthehe interest of the govern-
ment on the subject rather than to instruct
IOUJW inin the performance of your duty it is
howeverOi ever confidently expected orof yoouu that
youai willhill intermit no watch nor let any op-
portunityport unity escape you 0of learning all that
can be known upon this subject if youvou
shall be under the necessity of employingemployy inng
agents such reasonable expenses as you waymay
ie put to on that account will be paid

your conduct at provo seems itaiomorn all ac-
counts of it to have been perfectly proper
and is fully approved by the president 2
your refusal on a former occasion to violate
the promise of pardon contained inin theth pre-
sidentsSi proclamation was praise-
worthy and correct

iamI1 an very respectfully
1I1 ours ac

ALEX WILSON esqEs J BLACK
U S district attorney

utah territory


