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AFFAILRS IN UTAIX,

'!!.l ‘I a » L] N
cestdont's Instructions fo the District
h'."[hl ﬂj‘ffﬁifﬁ’ .ﬂ'f the Tﬁrfuﬂ‘ry-

¥ iy pefollowing letier from the United Slates

' General 1o the District Attorney
hd ; ‘iﬁ}ggwe find in the Washington Consli-

Whe roREY GENERAL’S Q¥ FICE,
May 17, 1859.
17 ga—Your letters of March 24 and April
¥ C[i" § sddegsed to me have been received. “The
v | ays importance of the facts contained In
iy ﬂnm aud in other comwmunications from '
YL 'ﬂlali’bj' the same mail, required lhat the
i whols currespundeuce of the severai depart-
' &8 | pents with the officera of the Territory
should be laid before the President, He bay
mreflly cunsidered the subject, and his}
apioh will be found exprested in a jeiter
g e te the two Associate Justices of Lhe
fanfory--a, copy of which ¥ send you.
| fou are clolhed wilh the avthoniy of a
Lihe acenser for the Terrttery. It1s your
ﬁy to commence and carry on all public
prsecutions with such aid and assistance
gyou see proper fo call in,  On proper oc-
useus, and in a proper, respectful manner
Immst oppose every effort which any judge
mr@ake to waurp your functions. Do not
. gow your rights to remain wnasserted. 1£1
iy, { pejedzes will confine themselves to the sim- |
le gnd plain duaty imposed upon them by
fgn-,nf hearing and deeidirg casea that are
boueht before them, I am sure that the bu-
gness off the Territory will get along very
wel. Thia must be impressed upou their
mhds, if possible, for, if they will ipsist
gpon doing the duties of Prosecuting Atlor-
wy, end Blarshal, as well as their own, cve-
thing will be Lhrown into confusion, and.
ge peace of the Territery may be destroyed
(gt any monent.

Bat your duty must be performed with en-
agy and impartialisy,  Lvery crime tlat s
sominited, no matter by whom, sliculd be ex-
posed and punished. I need pot say that
you are to make no distinction betwen Gen-
tle and Meortmon, or between Indian and
white man. You will prozeeute the rich and
{he poor, the inflzential and the humble
“43f with equal viger, and thos entitle yourself to
reY the conhdence of all.

It i only by theze general remarks that I
can express the wishes of the President with
reference to your ¢fice; for af this distance
jtis impossible to give you defailed Instrucs
tiorz. But fhere 12 one subjeet fo which £
wwonld cadbyEr sprelatatientions itapnears
hat a company of emigranis from Arkan-
gay to California was attacked at the DMoun-
tain Meadows, three huondred miles zouth of
Salt Like, and one huudred and nimteen
cruelly murdered, none being spargd except

8 few children, &l of whom were under zev-
en yearg of age. This crime, by wbomso-
ever committed, was ohe of the most atro-
cious that has ever hlackened the character
of the*human race. The Mormens blame
ffvpon the Indians, and the accunsalion re-
etives gome color from the faef that all the
thldren who survived the razesacre wers
fournd in the possessio of Indiang, Others,
and among them a judge of the Terntory,
declare their unbesitating belief that the
Mormofng themselves committed this foul
murder. All the circumstances seem, from
the correspondence, to be enveloped in mys-
tery. In your tetter the manner of the mur-
deris described—showing that {the emigrants
vere attached within & corral shich they
bad formed for defence, that they agreed to
eerrender (reir arms wpon the promise that
tir lives shounld be spared, and after dot f
grvere all of them tredacherously butchered,
Hhy does the information stop there? IE
that much be known how is it that swe krow
nomore? \Whoweretlhe partiesthat received
ihis surrender, and how ig it proved? Cannot
the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or some
one connected with that deparfinent of the
public service trace back the c¢hidren from
the Indians in whose posaessien they were
found to the corral where their parents were
slain, Ji iz raid that scme of the Motmon
inhabitants of Ufah have property of the
emgrants in their possession. ¢ this be
tive, wiil{ it pnot furmish a thread which,
pwperly followed, would lead back to the
e of the crime?
»  These are mere ruggestions, whicll are in-
teaded to show the interest of the govern-
v+ Tgat on the subject, rather than to instroet
o in the patformance of your daty. Iiis,
tiever, confldenlly expected of you that
| ¥ouwill intermit no watch, nor let any op-
portanity escape you of learning all fhat
¢an be known ppon thig subject. If you
shall be under the nmecessity of employing
arents, such reagsonable expenses as you hay
be put to on that account will be pad, !
Your conduoct at Provo seems, fiom all ag.
<ounts of it, to have been perfectly proper,
and is fally approved by lhe President.—
Your refosal on a fermer occasion to violate
ibe promise of parden contained in the Pre-
sident’s proclamation was ejually praise-
worthy and correct.

)

I am, very respectfolly, -
1ours &¢.,
Arex. Wirson, Lag., J. 5 DLACIK,

U. 8. Disiriet Altorney,
Utah Territory.




